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Exploring the 1906 Eastern Cherokee Applications 
by Yvonne Mashburn Schmidt 
 
 
 Stories of Cherokee ancestry are common 
among families whose ancestors lived and were 
established in the southeast prior to the Trail of 
Tears. Forty-four percent of native southerners 
believe themselves to have Indian ancestry.1 
Many feel strongly compelled to accept the 
challenge to either document these handed-down 
stories or disprove them.  
 This research journey can span years and 
be filled with the study of an unfamiliar culture 
and recognition of the true version of the story 
and history of the southeast Native American 
people. Far more challenging is the need to 
decipher, translate, or otherwise understand a 
language with different dialects and unusual 
naming patterns. Cherokee research includes 
names that were corrupted by European 
influence and non-Cherokee record keepers. The 
Cherokee language spoken in the 18th and 19th 

century included older Eastern and Western 
dialects that differ from the Cherokee language 
spoken today.  
 One of the most valuable research tools 
for documenting Cherokee ancestry is the 1906 
Guion Miller applications. Not only do these 
applications provide generations of valuable 
genealogical information, but they also give us a 
glimpse into the lives of those who lived during 
turbulent times for the Cherokees and the 
resulting aftermath that affected generations of 
descendants. 
 
History 
 Historically, the events that led up to the 
Eastern Cherokee applications process are very 
different than those taught in elementary schools. 
From the 1700s, a long succession of documented 
aggressions, wars, broken treaties, and broken 

promises paved the way for land cessions and the 
ultimate forced removal of the Cherokees from 
their ancestral lands in the southeast.  Opinion 
that the Cherokees were heathens was a 
commonly-shared belief among Europeans, white 
settlers, and the government. Two hundred years 
later, this perception of the American Indian had 
not changed much. The ultimate goal continued 
to be to eliminate native traditions, culture, and 
government, and to mainstream tribal members 
into white society. 
 The Dawes Commission, formed in 1893, 
was charged with negotiating land agreements 
between the tribes and the U. S. government. Its 
mission was “the total abolition of the tribal 
autonomy of the Five Civilized Tribes and the 
wiping out of the quasi-independent 
governments within…territorial limits.”2 Laws 
and acts followed that allowed land distribution 
to the Cherokees and other tribes but gave 
ultimate control of the land to the Federal 
government.  
 In 1902, changes in federal law made it 
possible for Cherokees to file suit against the 
government for the grievances they had that 
stemmed from the broken treaties of 1835, 1836, 
and 1845.  Three lawsuits were filed: The Cherokee 
Nation v. The United States; The Eastern and 
Emigrant Cherokees v. The United States; and The 
Eastern Cherokees v. The United States.3 In 1905, the 
court ruled in favor of the Cherokees.4 
 The Federal government designed a 
process to identify Cherokees and/or their 
descendants who were parties to these treaties. 
Claimants were instructed to file applications to 
prove that they themselves or their ancestors 
were members of the Cherokee tribes during 
these treaty periods and that they had not been  
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Cherokee Names 

 
        Many Eastern Cherokee applications provide Cherokee names that are difficult to pronounce 
and understand. Not every name can be translated literally. Discovering and studying these names is 
essential to one’s research. Naming patterns were unusual, and names were corrupted with 
anglicized versions. In almost all instances where Indian names were provided, the spelling for the 
same ancestor varies from descendant to descendant; it can vary in spelling in the same application. 
Sometimes, the ancestor’s name seems to have no connection at all with the name descendants use. In 
other instances, one family member might provide information that his ancestor was also known as 
or also used “X, Y, or Z” name.  
        Generally, the names were written phonetically with hyphens to help with pronunciation. Time 
and practice will lead to the skills needed to recognize and unravel these name variations, but the 
general rule for Cherokee names is that there are no rules. 
        Always note every name found for a particular individual. This practice will help connect 
families who used similar names. 
 

 
 
        A common practice was for descendants to use as their surname the given name of their husband 
or ancestor. Sallie Bill’s Indian name was Sock-gi-nee or Sah-kin-ey. She gave her father’s name as 
Choo-dal-da-hih, Chu-dah-da-hih, or Sixkiller. Other family members referred to him as Bigfeather 
(Wash Bigfeather application 5591) and Hawk (Samuel Sixkiller Beck application 761).  
        On her application, Sallie Bill used the name of her husband as her surname. His name was Bill 
Squirrel (Peter Adair application 1231) or Red Sa-lo-le Ge-goo-cah Adair (Wallie Keith application 
43250). She told the commission they might find her enrolled earlier as Sally or Sarah Adair. She gave 
the name of her son as Young Beaver. 

A portion of Sallie Bill’s 
application for enrollment 
(number 1339) showing the 
English and Indiand names of 
some of her relatives. 
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affiliated with any other tribe. In 1906, Congress 
appropriated one million dollars to distribute 
among those who successfully proved their 
claims. In 1907, Interior Department agent Guion 
Miller was appointed to oversee this 
identification process and the compilation of a list 
of acceptable claimants.5 
 
Genealogical Value 
 Guion Miller applications, also called 
Dawes applications and Eastern Cherokee 
applications, are useful for researching ancestors 
who were alive on 28 May 1906, and provide an 
abundance of genealogical information. Most 
applications include the names of the applicant’s 
parents, siblings, grandparents, aunts, and 
uncles. Some claimants also included great-
grandparents and extended family members, and 
included the married names of female relatives. 
Depending on different factors, such as the birth 
date of the applicant, fortunate researchers might 
find the names of ancestors who lived as early as 
the late 1700s. Roll numbers and family group 
numbers are found on the first pages of many 
admitted applications. Some rejected applications 
also include these numbers, if claimants were 
rejected because they were Old Settlers.6 
 The process of researching Cherokee rolls 
is the same as with census records. Adjacent 
family groups and neighbors on these rolls offer 
possibilities to expand family lineages 
exponentially. Claimants of each application 
should be enumerated in the 1900 and, if still 
alive, in the 1910 U.S. Federal census records. 
Take note of others with different names living in 
the households. These practices are great ways to 
use Elizabeth Shown Mills’ “FAN Club” method 
of genealogy research: Friends, Associates, 
Neighbors.7  
 Applications might reference numbers of 
other applications. With few exceptions, the 
commission successfully grouped together and 
linked related families. The phrase used to denote 
applicants claiming the same ancestor is 
sometimes “grouped with” or simply “with.” 
Other times, the application numbers stand 
alone. Additionally-noted applications are for 

parents, siblings, aunts, uncles, nieces, nephews, 
and other collateral line family members. 
Extracting this additional information is time-
consuming and laborious, but well worth the 
effort. 
 
The Applications 
 The implementation of this plan was 
much more difficult than its formation. The 
Commission was inundated with applications. In 
total, 45,847 were filed; these represented 
approximately 90,000 individual claimants. 
Applications were either Admitted or Rejected. 
More than 30,000 claimants were deemed entitled 
to share the funds and enrolled (Admitted). A 
process of appeals took place and some 
additional applicants’ claims were investigated;; 
these were reconsidered, and 610 additional 
claimants were enrolled.8 Forty-four of the 
previously-enrolled were un-enrolled. In 1910, 
the court approved the final rolls, and payments 
amounting to $133.19 per person were 
distributed.9 These final rolls are called the Guion 
Miller Rolls.10 
 Not every person who made application 
did so voluntarily. Those who resisted were 
called Keetoowahs. “Some believe the origin of 
this Cherokee society to be one of full-blooded 
traditionalists, while others say its origins stem 
from abolitionist views.”11 During the resistance 
to this enrollment process, they became known as 
the Nighthawk Keetoowahs with Redbird Smith 
as their leader.12 Many leaders of the Nighthawk 
Keetoowahs were arrested and forced to enroll;13 
some successfully resisted enrollment. 
Information on families of these resisters was 
provided by others who knew them and had 
been acquainted with their ancestors.14 
 Admitted or Allowed applications belonged 
to those who were able to prove to the 
satisfaction of the commission that they met the 
requirements needed for enrollment and 
payment. Admitted applications generally have 
an accompanying Dawes Packet that provides 
additional information and enrollment cards. 
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Rejected Applications 
 Rejected applications fall into several 
groups:15  
 
1. Those who resided outside Cherokee domain 

before 1835; 
2. Those who filed late; 
3. Illegitimate children; 
4. Those who had been associated with another 

tribe; 
5. Those who were slaves themselves or 

descendants of slaves;  
6. Those who were Old Settlers or descendants 

of Old Settlers; and 
7. Those who failed to prove the required 

relationship to the commission’s satisfaction. 
 
 Some researchers today believe claimants 
that fall into this last group purposefully 
committed fraud.16 Guion Miller did isolate some 
rejected applications and group them together in 
files with accompanying testimonies. Among 
these family names were Sizemore, Pointdexter, 
and Indian Tom, a.k.a. Thomas LeHay or Thomas 
Low.17  
 Some consider rejected applications an 
invalid method of determining Cherokee 
ancestry. However, in December 1822, Cherokee 
and Creek leaders and the Federal government 
signed a treaty in Georgia affirming the decision 
to draw an imaginary line across the width of the 
state of Georgia to separate Creek land from 
Cherokee land.18 This treaty blurred the 
definition of Creek and Cherokee citizenship. 
Blood lineage no longer determined the tribal 
affiliation; geography did. Those living south of 
the treaty boundary line became known as Creek 
citizens. Those residing north of the boundary 
line came to be known as Cherokees. With the 
stroke of a pen, many Cherokee families became 
disenfranchised. As Creek citizens, these 
Cherokees were not entitled to compensation by 
the Dawes Commission. 
 Some applicants who were obviously of 
Cherokee descent could not provide names or 
enough information to convince the commission 
and be admitted. Sallie Porter was initially issued  

 

an enrollment card prior to the application 
process.19 This process was not unusual for those 
who resisted enrollment.20 She was originally 
enrolled from information provided by Cherokee 
genealogist Emmett Starr because she had failed 
to appear before the commission. Once she did 
apply, she provided her own Indian name Day-
ke, her father’s Indian name Dar-gar-le-gar-lah, 
her mother’s name Che-yar-ner-nah, and her 
brother’s name Hitcher Crane. She provided 
previous years of enrollment and listed names of 
aunts and uncles as To-chu-wah, Susanney or 
Susie Crane, and Qua-die. She did not know her 
grandparents’ names.21  
 Dick Waters, an enrolled Cherokee who 
needed a translator, provided sworn testimony in 
defense of Sallie’s claim. Mr. Waters had known 
her father and knew him to be a full-blood 
Cherokee, and provided the name Ta-gu-ka-lar. 
He translated this name as Crane. He also 
recalled that Crane’s name had not been found 
listed on the Old Settler roll when that payment 
was made. Sallie’s application was rejected with 

Helpful Tips 
 
 Miscellaneous Testimony numbers can be 

noted in the Suffix portion of individual 
names on Ancestry.com trees. Note all such 
numbers. By doing this, searches can be 
performed not only by name, but also by 
persons connected to these miscellaneous 
testimonies. 

 Maneuvering Fold3 can be frustrating. An 
easy way to find the Eastern Cherokee 
applications is to follow this path: On the Top 
Menu, select Records>Browse Records> Non 
Military>Native American Collection> Eastern 
Cherokee Applications> Applications. 
Applications are listed alphabetically. 

 Searching for a particular application number 
without the name can be done by following 
the same path as above, but instead of 
searching alphabetically, enter the 
application number in the Search Within 
white space located beneath the green logo. 
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the notation that she had “failed to establish 
claim.”22 Her rejected application is unusual in 
that Cherokee names were provided and 
confirmed with testimony. No reason was 
provided as to why her father’s name seemed to 
have been omitted from the Old Settler roll. 
 
Conflicting Information 
 Lineage discrepancies might be found, 
and applicants who should have had the same 
grandparents provided conflicting information.23 
This problem was the case with an Adair family. 
All three applicants were admitted; however, the 
applicants themselves had been previously 
enrolled, so their consideration for admittance 
was not based upon their ancestors.24 
 Rachel Pounds Adair’s sons, James C. 
Trott and John Ross Trott, claimed Red Watt Adair 
and Ada Pounds as their maternal 
grandparents.25 Rachel’s sister, Elizabeth O. Scott, 
claimed her father was Samuel Adair and her 
mother Ada Pounds.26 Both Adair and Cherokee 
researchers firmly believe that Samuel Adair and 
Red Watt Adair were two different men.27  

Assessing Credibility 
 Applicants and those who provided 
sworn testimony for them gave information 
about people who had lived and events that had 
taken place about 100 years earlier. Some 
exceeded this time span. Mistakes were most 
likely made.  
 Some applicants could not speak, write, or 
understand English. Understanding that 
translators and transcriptionists were involved in 
the application and testimony process is critical. 
When a translator was used for testimonies 
provided to the commission, a notation was 
made on the testimony page. Completion of the 
application was left to the applicant. Of concern 
is that many of the sworn statements were not 
signed by the applicants or marked with their 
“X” indicating agreement with the written 
testimony and statements. Agreement between 
applicants’ oral and written accounts should have 
been documented in some manner. 
 The current address provided by the 
applicant is another clue to determine credibility. 
Applicants residing in current Cherokee Indian  

 

Ancestry vs. Citizenship 
 
        Cherokee ancestry does not automatically afford citizenship in one of the three federally-
recognized Cherokee tribes: the Cherokee Nation, the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians, and the 
United Keetoowah Band. Citizenship requirements in each of these groups differ, and all 
requirements must be met in order to qualify as a Cherokee citizen. Some full bloods do not qualify 
for citizenship. 
        The Cherokee Nation requires that “individuals must provide documents connecting them to 
an enrolled direct ancestor who is listed on the Dawes roll with a blood degree.” Citizenship forms 
and instructions for application can be found on the Cherokee Nation’s web site: 
www.cherokee.org/Services/TribalCitizenship/DownloadableForms.aspx. 
        Eligibility in the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians requires that a “direct lineal ancestor be 
listed on the 1924 Baker Roll; one must possess at least 1/16 Eastern Cherokee Blood and must be 
from newborn to three (3) years old or from 18 to 19 years old.” The application for citizenship and 
instructions can be found on the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians’ web site: nc-
cherokee.com/enrollment/files/2010/09/enrollment-application.pdf. 
        Eligibility in the United Keetoowah Band requires “one quarter (1/4) degree Keetoowah 
Cherokee Blood.” Additional requirements and instructions are found on the Keetoowah Band web 
site: www.keetoowahcherokee.org/enrollment.html.  
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Territory or on the Qualla Boundary, or those 
who had ancestors living in known-Cherokee 
territory prior to the Trail of Tears were strong 
candidates for admission. Not all living in Indian 
Territory were admitted. Sallie Porter lived in 
Indian Territory when she filed. 
 “Cherokee” is a catch-all tribe for 
southerners. The Cherokees welcomed and 
sometimes adopted survivors of native nations 
that had been decimated by war and disease. 
These adopted citizens were absorbed into 
Cherokee culture, losing much, if not all, of their 
early history. Some Natchez became Cherokee in 
this manner.28 It is not unreasonable to believe 
that some rejected applicants were members of 
other tribes who had become similarly associated 
with the Cherokee.29 Other than location, perhaps 
visibility and recognition of the Cherokees 
contribute to the perception that if one is 
southern and has native ancestry, it must be 
Cherokee.  
 
Miscellaneous Testimonies 
 One of the more interesting methods to 
help determine credibility is through the use of 
Miscellaneous Testimonies. Many applications 
contain sworn testimonies of family members 
and other parties who verified that the 
applicant’s information was accurate. Guion 
Miller extracted some of these testimonies from 

individual applications and combined them into 
a separate larger file called “Miscellaneous 
Testimonies.” These testimonies can also provide 
additional information to clarify the applicant’s 
claim. Guion Miller used them to link families 
with common ancestors. If used by the 
commission, miscellaneous testimonies are noted 
with associated numbers and can be found on the 
first page of applications. These numbers 
reference other applications and testimonies that 
either prove or disprove the applicant’s claim. 
Following these application numbers could yield 
a two-fold result: 
 
1. If the referenced Miscellaneous Testimony 

belongs to an admitted applicant, a good 
possibility exists that the original applicant 
was rejected for some reason other than lack 
of Cherokee descent. 

2. The applicants will share a common 
ancestor.30  

 
 These miscellaneous testimony numbers 
are great clues that could provide additional 
documentation that rejected applicants indeed 
had Cherokee ancestry. 
 
Accessing the Records 

The National Archives at Fort Worth, Texas 
(www.archives.gov/fort-worth) maintains 

 
John F. McMahan’s application, showing a Miscellaneous Testimony number. 
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William L. D. Keith’s application for enrollment was 

rejected, as was the application of his brother, David A. 

Keith. Photo courtesy of the author. 

 
the original 1906 Guion Miller applications, 
enrollment cards, and Dawes Packets, which are 
also available for view on microfilm at this 
location. 
 The Oklahoma Historical Society’s 
Research Center and Oklahoma History Center in 
Oklahoma City (www.okhistory.org) houses the 
Dawes Final Rolls, which can be searched online 
or in person. Copies of Dawes Packets and 
Enrollment Cards are available for a fee. 
 Fold3 (www.fold3.com), a subscription 
database, contains digital images of the 1906 
Guion Miller applications, enrollment cards, 
Dawes Packets and rolls. 
 AccessGenealogy (www.accessgenealogy. 
com) is a free database that includes most rolls. 
Enrollment card numbers are available for those 
who were accepted for enrollment and are 
included on the Dawes Final Rolls. 

 Family History Center Research Libraries, 
part of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day 
Saints, provide a microfilm lending service of 
many Native American records. Shipping costs 
apply. Microfilm is available for short-term, 
extended, and renewal loan. Microfilm can be 
ordered online and will be shipped to the family 
history library of choice. 
 Cherokee Roots, Volumes I and II, by Bob 
Blankenship (www.cherokeeroots.com) contain a 
brief history of the Cherokees and official U.S. 
census rolls of Cherokee Indians recorded 
between 1817 – 1924. Volume I relates to Eastern 
Cherokees; Volume II includes Western 
Cherokees. These volumes are available for 
purchase, or may be found at many local 
libraries. 
 Guion Miller Roll Plus, also by Bob 
Blankenship, contains information on admitted 
and rejected applicants. For those who were 
admitted, additional information such as roll 
numbers is included. This book is also available 
for purchase, or can be used at many local 
libraries. 
 Eastern Cherokee by Blood, 1906-1910 by Jeff 
Bowen is a ten-volume set that contains an 
introduction to the historical background of the 
Guion Miller rolls and abstracts of the 
applications. Bowen has also extracted and 
included collateral line names, lineages and other 
genealogically-valuable information associated 
with each application. These volumes are 
available for purchase online through 
Genealogical Publishing Company 
(www.genealogical.com), and are also available 
to use at some local libraries.  
 
Conclusion 
 Ironically, the very history that was so 
destructive and divisive to the Cherokees is the 
same history that can enable today’s families to 
reconnect. Some will find their elusive Cherokee 
ancestor or information that will crumble the 
brick wall; others will be able to document the 
family Cherokee story. For those who find 
ancestors who were admitted, additional research 
becomes a bit easier.  
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 Researchers who find ancestors with 
rejected applications have an opportunity to 
engage in a more intense research project. Study 
of these testimonies, weighing individual 
credibility and tracing families associated with 
miscellaneous testimonies, will expand family 
lines and family histories, and perhaps give way 
to previously unknown family stories and names.  
 Anyone engaged in the study of these 
applications will gain an appreciation of the vast 
amount of genealogical information contained 
within. It is compelling and fascinating, and 
advances Native American research in an 
unprecedented way. 
 
About the Author: Yvonne Mashburn Schmidt is a 

free-lance author who has been a family historian since 

1983. Her work as founder and administrator of the 

“ATCO, Georgia, The Village” Project documents 
families and the history of a southern textile mill 

village. She founded and administers the 

Natchez/Cherokee/Creek Research Project, which 

documents families who filed 1906 Guion Miller 

applications, and is a Stake Family History Center 

Director for the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day 

Saints. Yvonne may be reached at 

familyhistorylady@hotmail.com. 

 
References: 
 

1 John Shelton Reed, "The Cherokee Princess in the 
Family Tree," Southern Cultures 3.1 (1997): 111-
113; Project MUSE (http://muse.jhu.edu/ : accessed 22 
May 2013). 
2 Kent Carter, The Dawes Commission and the Allotment 

of the Five Civilized Tribes, 1893 – 1914 (Orem, Utah: 
Ancestry Publishing, 1999), 3. 
3 Robert B. Matchette et al., eds., Guide to Federal 

Records in the National Archives of the United States, web 
edition (http://www.archives.gov/research/guide-
fed-records/ : accessed 21 June 2013), 123.8, Records of 
the Guion Miller Enrollment Of Eastern Cherokees, 
1835 – 1920. 
4 U. S. National Archives, Eastern Cherokee Applications 

of the U. S. Court of Claims, 1906 – 1909, Descriptive 
Pamphlet M1104, web edition, Fold3 
(http://www.fold3.com/pdf/M1104.pdf : accessed 22 
May 2013), 2. 
5 Ibid. 
 

 

6 Old Settlers (a.k.a. Western Cherokees) were the first 
Cherokees who voluntarily left for the west prior to 
the forced removal in 1838. The official “Old Settler” 
roll was not taken until 1851 after many original Old 
Settlers had died. The remaining Old Settlers had been 
previously compensated and were not eligible for 
further compensation through the process discussed in 
this article. 
7 Elizabeth Shown Mills, QuickSheet: The Historical 

Biographer’s Guide to Cluster Research (the FAN Principle) 
(Baltimore, Md.: Genealogical Publishing Co., 2012). 
8 National Archives, Eastern Cherokee Applications of the 

U. S. Court of Claims, 1906 – 1909, 2. 
9 Each admitted applicant received a warrant in the 
amount of $133.19. Copies of these warrants are 
included in many applications. 
10 Guion Miller provided a summary of each 
application in a special report. This report included 
reasons applications were rejected. Report of Guion 
Miller, Special Commissioner, to the U. S. Court of 
Claims, 28 May 1909; digital images, “Guion Miller 
Rolls,” Fold3 (http://www.fold3.com/image/260/ 
205003134/ : accessed 24 June 2013) . 
11 Robert J. Conley, A Cherokee Encyclopedia 
(Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 2007), 
136. 
12 Emmett Starr, History of the Cherokee Indians and Their 

Legends and Folk Lore (Oklahoma City: The Warden 
Company, 1921), 480. 
13 Carter, The Dawes Commission and the Allotment of the 

Five Civilized Tribes, 116. 
14 After spending the night in jail, Redbird Smith was 
taken to the enrollment office the next morning and 
forced to enroll. Answers to questions in his Dawes 
Packet were evidence that he was determined not to 
make the enrollment easy for the commission. The 
commission representative, Breckinridge, was noted as 
saying, “Well, I give it up at this point…” and called a 
neighbor of Redbird, Anderson Gritts, to try to sort 
out the answers. Applications for Enrollment of the 
Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes, 1898 – 1914, 
“Cherokee by Blood” Application no. 7682, Redbird 
Smith (1902 – 1905); digital images, “Dawes 
Enrollment Cards,” Fold3 (http://www.fold3.com/ : 
accessed 20 May 2013); citing NARA microfilm 
publication M1301, roll 229. 
15 Examples of rejected groups of Eastern Cherokee 
applications: Filed too late: Juliette C. H. Compton 
application 45230, Callie Tucker application 43602. 
Illegitimate Children: Richard V. Cook application 
 



The Appalachiana  Vol. 1, No. 1, August 2013  

28 

 

15222, Rachel A. Crane application 9446. Outside 
Cherokee Domain: Matilda Connolly application 
39036, Fieldon Green Cooper application 7097. Dual 
Tribal Ancestry: William Vann application 9236. 
Slaves: Lillie Vann application 41777, Pearlie Davies 
application 45221. Old Settlers: Jennie Fletcher 
application 9367, William T. Ross application 42953. 
Failed to prove connection to Cherokees to 
commission’s satisfaction: Mary White application 16; 
associated applications claiming Young Deer or John 
Tidwell. John Tidwell was enrolled by David Siler, a 
Special Agent of the Interior Department, and later 
removed from the roll. Mary was a descendant of 
Young Deer and John Tidwell. Young Deer died prior 
to 1835 when the Henderson Roll was taken. 
Descendants were ineligible for enrollment. 
16 After studying these applications extensively for 
several years, the author has found no definitive 
evidence of applicants who committed fraud.  
17 Strangely enough, in the “Indian Tom” case Guion 
Miller’s decision was, “There is nothing to indicate 
that this “Indian Tom” was a Cherokee Indian and his 
name does not appear on the upon the roll of 1835 or 
1851.”  However, there is a reference found in the 
Cherokee Indian Agency Tenn. records that notes, 
“…wounded Indian Tom was there.”  Is this the same 
Indian Tom? Records of the Cherokee Indian Agency 
in Tennessee, 1801 – 1835, “Cherokee Journal, May 31, 
1801 – February 18, 1808,” Southwest Point, 25 June 
1803, page 85, entry 109; digital images, “Fiscal 
Records,” Fold3 (http://www. fold3.com/ accessed 2 
July 2013); citing NARA microfilm publication M208, 
roll 11. Also, Enrollment Cards for the Five Civilized 
Tribes, 1898 – 1914, “Applications” no. 3090, Jewell R. 
Hooks (1906 – 1907); digital images, “Eastern 
Cherokee Applications,” Fold3 (http://www.fold3. 
com/ : accessed 20 May 2013); citing NARA microfilm 
publication M1186, roll 33. 
18 Cherokee Nation, “Cherokee/Creek Boundary 
Line,”(http://www.cherokee.org/AboutTheNation/
History/Facts/CherokeeCreekBoundaryLine.aspx : 
accessed 20 May 2013). 
19 Enrollment Cards for the Five Civilized Tribes, 1898 
– 1914, “Cherokee by Blood” Card no. 10921, Sallie 
Porter; digital image, “Dawes Enrollment Cards,” 
Fold3 (http://www.fold3.com/ : accessed 20 May 
2012); citing NARA microfilm publication M1186, roll 
15. The card lists Sallie’s father as De-ga-ta-la and her 
mother as Che-na-nunt. 
20 Emmett Starr made application for 2296 people 
 

 

enumerated on the 1880 and 1896 Indian censuses, but 
who had failed to appear to enroll. Carter, The Dawes 
Commission and the Allotment of the Five Civilized Tribes, 
117. 
21 Eastern Cherokee Applications of the U.S. Court of 
Claims, 1906 – 1909, “Applications” no. 12215, Sallie 
Porter (1906 – 1909);; digital images, “Eastern Cherokee 
Applications,” Fold3 (http://www.fold3.com/ : 
accessed 20 May 2013); citing NARA microfilm 
publication M1104, roll 124. 
22 Ibid. 
23 After reading thousands of applications, the author 
has discovered only this one obvious lineage 
discrepancy. 
24 Eastern Cherokee Applications of the U.S. Court of 
Claims, 1906 – 1909,  “Applications” no. 1858, James C. 
Trott (1906); digital image, “Eastern Cherokee 
Applications,” Fold3 (http://www.fold3.com/ : 
accessed 20 May 2012); citing NARA microfilm 
publication M1104, roll 21. Also, John Ross Trott 
application 615, ibid., roll 8. Also, Elizabeth O. Scott 
application 7896, ibid., roll 80. 
25 Eastern Cherokee Applications,, “Applications” no. 
1858, James C. Trott. Also, John Ross Trott application 
615. 
26 Eastern Cherokee Applications, “Applications” no. 
7896, Elizabeth O. Scott. 
27 Don Shadburn and Don D. Strange III, “John Adair: 
Indian Trader of South Carolina,” Upon Our Ruins: A 
Study in Cherokee History and Genealogy (Cumming, 
Ga.: The Cotton Patch Press, 2011), 5, 7, 9.  
28 For example, Notchee Town, located on the 
Hiawassee River in North Carolina, was formed by 
Natchez people who joined the Cherokees. James F. 
Barnett, The Natchez Indians: A History to 1735 (Jackson: 
Univ. Press of Mississippi, 2007), 132. 
29 A notation made on the application of Lillie R. 
Stephens reads, “It does appear that they are from Old 
Virginia.” Eastern Cherokee Applications of the U. S. 
Court of Claims, 1906 – 1909,  “Applications” no. 
18716, Lillie R. Stephens (1906 – 1909); digital images, 
“Eastern Cherokee Applications,” Fold3 (http:// 
www.fold3.com/ : accessed 22 June 2013); citing 
NARA microfilm publication M1104, roll 0167. 
30 Information and explanation provided in person to 
Hutke Fields, Principal Chief of the Natchez Nation, 
by Gene Norris, Senior Genealogist, Cherokee Nation; 
information and explanation confirmed by the author 
via phone on 3 May 2013. 
 


