
Cass Station Crime and Cover Up: 
Using Indirect Evidence to Identify a 

Discarded Deceased Baby

By Yvonne Mashburn Schmidt

In 1930, Santford and Della Perry Holmes were tenant farmers 
who lived on Burnt Hickory Road, southwest of Cass Station, Georgia, 
a tiny rural community in northwest Georgia.1 Della and Santford had 
a tumultuous marriage. Both drank heavily; they frequently argued 
and were physically abusive to one another.2 Either in late January 
or early February 1933,3 the tension between them escalated. Their 
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1. 1930 U.S. census, Cartersville, Bartow County, Georgia, population schedule, 
enumeration district 8-4, p. 27B (stamped), dwelling 175, family 182, Sanford 
Holmes; digital images, Ancestry.com (http://www.ancestry.com : accessed 2 Feb. 
2015); citing NARA micropublication T626, roll 337.

2.  Della Perry Holmes Russell interview by Yvonne Mashburn Schmidt, home 
of Della Perry Holmes Russell, Cartersville, Georgia 30120, August 1975, following 
the death of Gladys Holmes Mashburn on 5 August 1975. The author is the daughter 
of Gladys Holmes Mashburn and granddaughter of Della Perry Holmes Russell and 
Santford Perry.

3.  Prior to her death, the attending physician first saw Sarah Jo on 7 Feb. 1933. 
She was surely ill prior to this date. Antibiotics were not used until 1940, and today, 
with antibiotic treatment, late deaths of those with Traumatic Brain Injury can occur 
between three days and three weeks. In 1933, the time between injury and death 
probably would have been shorter. Bartow County, Georgia, death certificate, no 
number assigned (1933), Sarah Joe [Jo] Holmes; Bartow County, Georgia Probate 
Judge’s Office, Cartersville. Also, Gonzalo Sirgo, M.D., Maria Bodí, M.D., Emili 
Díaz, M.D., Jordi Rello, M.D., “Pneumonia in Head-Injured and Severe Trauma 
Patients,”Medscape.com (http://www.medscape.com/ 
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6-year-old daughter Gladys4 attempted to intervene in the altercation 
and her father shoved her. Gladys was holding her baby sister Sarah Jo, 
and she dropped her. Sarah Jo died a short time later. Della believed 
this incident led to the death of the baby. According to Della, Sarah Jo 
was buried in an unmarked grave in Cassville Cemetery.5 But was she?

A discovery 15 days after Sarah Jo’s death calls into question 
whether or not her remains were laid to rest in Cassville Cemetery. 
On Sunday, 5 March 1933, Lewis Oscar (L. O.) Perry was walking 
in the woods on the James Allen farm (about four miles west of Cass 
Station) and discovered a small burial box hidden underneath pine 
brush. He did not open the box. He reported the discovery to Bethel 
Quillian, a nearby neighbor, who notified the sheriff.6 When the sher-
iff and coroner arrived, they opened the box, and inside they found 
the remains of a badly decomposed infant wrapped in cotton.7 After 
an on-site examination, the box and remains were taken to a funeral 
home in Cartersville, Georgia. An inquest was scheduled for the fol-
lowing day, in Cartersville.8 L. O. Perry was Della Holmes’ father and 
Sarah Jo’s grandfather. He had also been the informant on Sarah Jo’s 
death certificate.9 

viewarticle/445666 : accessed 12 Jan. 2015), subscription service.
4.  Gladys was born 24 Sept. 1926. Gladys Holmes Mashburn Family Bible 

Record, 1907–1954, King of Kings Holy Bible, Clarified Edition,  (Chicago: 
Consolidated Book Publishers, 1964). 

5.  Della Perry Holmes Russell interview by Yvonne Mashburn Schmidt, August 
1975.

6.  “Body of Small Baby is Found,” newspaper article, Bartow Herald Tribune 
(Cartersville), 9 March 1933, p. 1, col. 1. Also, Coroner’s Inquest, loose papers, “The 
Body of an Unknown Infant–4 miles west–Cass Station,” held and filed 6 March 
1933; loose papers, gold-domed courthouse vault, Bartow County, Georgia. This 
inquest was located in an old courthouse vault in an otherwise empty filing cabinet.

7.  Coroner’s Inquest, “The Body of an Unknown Infant—4 miles west—Cass 
Station,” 6 March 1933.

8.  “Body of Small Baby is Found,” Bartow Herald Tribune (Cartersville), 9 
March 1933. Also, Coroner’s Inquest, “The Body of an Unknown Infant—4 miles 
west—Cass Station,” 6 March 1933. 

9.  Bartow Co., Ga., death certificate, Sarah Joe Holmes, 1933. 1920 U.S. 
census, Cassville, Bartow County, Georgia, population schedule, ED 9, p. 16A 
(stamped), dwelling 295, family 296, Oscar Perry household; digital image, 
Ancstry.com (http://www.ancestry.com : accessed 2 Feb. 2015); citing NARA 
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Without the underlying knowledge of this family story and Perry’s 
involvement in both incidents, the 1933 bronchopneumonia death of 
Sarah Jo might not seem extraordinary;10 this same year, the state of 
Georgia’s under-the-age-of-one-year infant mortality rate of eight per-
cent was attributed to this illness.11 Was Sarah Jo the discarded baby in 
the woods?

THE DEATH CERTIFICATE
Sarah Jo’s death certificate provided a combination of conflicting 

information, supporting evidence, and negative evidence. Her birth 
and death date were recorded as the same date, 18 February 1933, 
indicating Sarah Jo was either stillborn or a newborn. Her age at death 
was recorded as nine months and five days. This age corresponds to 
the calculated age of her 13 May 1932 birth date, as recorded in the 
Family Bible of Gladys Holmes Mashburn, her older sister. The filing 
date was scribbled through but appears to be 19 February 1933, the 
Sunday after her death and her burial date. Strong southern Bible-
Belt tradition probably would have prohibited courthouse offices open 
on Sunday and certainly the business of filing a death certificate. The 
John W. Jones Funeral Home of Cartersville, Georgia, was listed as the 
undertaker of record.12

THE PHOTO
Gladys Holmes Mashburn kept a photo of Santford holding Sarah 

Jo. The 8 x 10 photo was framed in a gold gilded frame and hung 
on Glady’s living room wall. Sarah Jo was dressed in a white burial 
gown, and her father wore a suit. This photo helps clarify Sarah Jo’s 
age. Clearly, she was neither a stillborn nor a newborn at death. She 

micropublication T625, roll 234.
10.  Bartow Co., Ga., death certificate, Sarah Joe Holmes, 1933.
11.  In 1933, 2116 children under the age of 1 year died in Georgia. Of these, 

the cause of death for 260 of the same age was listed as bronchopneumonia. Bureau 
of the Census, U.S. Department of Commerce, “1933 Mortality Statistics,” online 
database, 1933, Center for Disease Control, NCHC  (http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/data/
vsushistorical/mortstatsh_1933.pdf : accessed 8 Jan. 2014), table 38 p. 209.

12.  Bartow Co., Ga., death certificate, Sarah Joe Holmes, 1933. Also, Gladys 
Holmes Mashburn Family Bible Record, 1907–1954, King of Kings Holy Bible, 
Clarified Edition.
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was larger in size and appeared older. A close inspection of the photo 
revealed that Sarah Jo was deceased, leading to the conclusion that it 
was taken just prior to the proposed burial.13

THE INQUEST
The Coroner’s Inquest was as much of a mystery as the discovery. 

Testimony was taken from several witnesses.14

George Gaddis, Bartow County Sheriff, related that the location 
of the discovery was about 1/4 to 1/2 mile from L. O. Perry’s house 
and between 200-300 feet from a rural road, on the James Allen farm. 
The site where the box and casket had been found was not densely 
wooded. The burial box was not weather-beaten and had no identify-
ing marks. The casket had been made by the Edgar Casket Company 
of Rome, Georgia. Inside the casket were remains of a newborn 
[author’s emphasis] infant.15

In addition, Sheriff Gaddis gave several reasons why L. O. Perry 
had not been called as a witness: Perry had seen nothing more than the 
sheriff or the coroner had seen; he lived in Cassville, about 10 miles 
away from the inquest, and was an old man with no transportation. 
He would have had to walk the twenty mile round trip to testify.

Robert A. Johnson, an undertaker, was called to testify about the 
casket. He was familiar with the make and model of the Edgar casket, 
which was made in Rome, Georgia. The Edgar Casket Company gen-
erally had only one representative in each town, “... and we [emphasis 
author’s] handle them here.” Mr. Johnson also testified that his files 
contained no information that would “shed any light on the case.”

If the casket had been legitimately purchased, surely a record 
would exist. Johnson’s use of we in his testimony could have referred to 

13.  Sarah Jo Holmes photograph, between 18 February 1933 and 19 February 
1933, original image, privately held by Yvonne Mashburn Schmidt, Cartersville, 
Georgia, 2014. Della Perry Holmes Russell owned the original photo. It was passed 
down to her daughter Gladys Holmes Mashburn. Upon the death of Gladys on 5 
August 1975, the photo was passed to Gladys’ daughter, Yvonne Mashburn Schmidt.

14.  Coroner’s Inquest, “The Body of an Unknown Infant—4 miles west—Cass 
Station,” 6 March 1933.

15.  Certainly this was Gaddis’ own observation. He was no expert, and no other 
evidence supported this age. 
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his brother–Frank, also an undertaker–and himself as representatives 
of the casket company or to his (Robert’s) employment by a funer-
al home that distributed the caskets. No record provided the name 
of Robert Johnson’s employer, and we only know for certain that he 
was in some way associated with the casket company and had access 
to files related to the caskets. Certainly the Edgar Casket Company 
would have chosen to distribute merchandise through an established 
funeral home rather than an individual, and Johnson’s occupation was 
described as undertaker, not salesman, or casket manufacturer repre-
sentative. Oddly, the Johnson brothers were next-door neighbors to 
Mr. Hendricks, the county coroner.16

Gideon W. Hendricks testified as coroner and agreed with the 
testimony of Sheriff Gaddis regarding the reasons Mr. Perry was not 
called to testify–“I did not see any light ... Mr. Perry could throw on 
the case.” 

Lewis Oscar Perry was a crucial witness. No mention was made in 
official records as to the reason he was in the woods at the James Allen 
farm when he found the box. No doubt, Mr. Perry received unusually 
special consideration. Why would a sheriff and a coroner seemingly 
insulate him? 

Dr. A. C. Shamblin testified as the medical examiner that the 
body was badly decomposed and the sex of the infant was impossible 
to determine, and that the body seemed to be that of a white child. 
The condition of the bones made it impossible to determine the cause 
of death–whether born dead, died from natural causes, or was killed. 
The baby had been dead from 30-60 days, while Sarah Jo had been 
dead 15 days.17

The Coroner’s Inquest failed to serve the purpose for which it 
was convened. Frank Johnson was not called to testify, so we do not 
know whether or not he also represented Edgar Casket Company or 
whether or not his testimony would have been helpful or vary from 

16.  1930 U.S. census, Cartersville, Bartow Co., Ga., pop. sched., ED 8-22, p. 
43A (stamped), dwell. 116,  fam. 132, Frank B. Johnson household, and dwell. 117, 
fam. 133, Annie Hendrix household; Ancestry.com.

17.  Sarah Jo died 18 Feb. 1933. The body was found 6 March 1933. 
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his brother’s. The casket manufacturer was not called to testify about 
inventory or a sale that might have excluded a representative. No 
funeral home directors in Bartow County were called to testify as to 
whether or not they had attended to a child’s funeral in recent weeks. 
No area doctors were called to testify as to whether or not they had any 
knowledge of infants who had died around the time of the discovery. 

Some of the most obvious and potentially helpful witnesses were 
excluded from the proceedings. Why?

THE FORENSICS
The death certificate listed Sarah Jo’s cause of death as broncho-

pneumonia influenza.18 This diagnosis is now known to be symptom-
atic and common among infants who have experienced Traumatic 
Brain Injury (TBI) and who survive longer than a day after the injury 
occurs.19 Neither Sarah Jo’s death certificate nor the testimony of the 
medical examiner during the Coroner’s Inquest included possible head 
trauma as a contributing factor to the cause of death. We can, howev-
er, consider several facts. Sarah Jo would have had two fontanelles [soft 
spots] on her head that had not closed. The two mastoid fontanelles 
are located at the lower rear side of the skull and remain open until 
6-18 months of age. The anterior fontanelle remains exposed until 1-3 
years of age.20 A dropped infant could experience trauma to either or 
both of these fontanelles. Infant falls or drops are now identified as 
more relevant TBI causes.21 Sarah Jo was ill for an extended period of 

18.  Bartow Co., Ga., death certificate, Sarah Joe Holmes, 1933.
19.  M.G.F. Gilliland, M.D. “Frequency of bronchopneumonia in children with 

survival interval before death,” online archived medical journal abstract, American 
Journal of Forensic Medical Pathology, Vol. 22, Issue 2 (June 2001), pp. 200-202; 
Lippincott Williams & Wilkins (http://journals.lww.com/amjforensicmedicine/
Fulltext/2001/06000/Frequency_of_Bronchopneumonia_in_Children_With.19.aspx 
: accessed 18 January 2014).

20.  “Age of Closure of Fontanelles/Sutures,” Center for Academic Research and 
Training in Anthropogeny (http://carta.anthropogeny.org/moca/topics/age-closure-
fontanelles-sutures : accessed 5 Jan. 2015). The article cites multiple sources, but no 
source is specifically associated with each fact.

21.  Susan Margulies, investigator from the University of Pennsylvania, The 
Whitaker Foundation, “Infants More Vulnerable to Brain Injury From Falling than 
Previously Thought,” 13 Aug. 2003, Science Blog (http://tinyurl.com/nm75d3t : 
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time before her death, consistent with the development of broncho-
pneumonia as a cause of death following TBI.22 Finally, the condition 
of the bones of the unidentified dead baby could have obscured an 
injury to the head.

Modern science provides an alternate and underlying cause for 
Sarah Jo’s death and provides supporting evidence for the family story 
that Sarah Jo was dropped. Surely the attending physician would have 
discovered a head injury if it existed. 

The burial box was not weathered, yet body and bone decom-
position prevented gender determination of the child. Several factors 
could account for the condition of the box, the body, the bones, and 
the decomposition rate. On 5 March 1933, Sarah Jo would have been 
dead 15 days. If the wooden burial box contained Sarah Jo’s casket, 
it would have been exposed to weather for only 15 days and not the 
30-60 days determined by the medical examiner. This difference in 
exposure time period could account for the lack of weathering.

Trauma or injury to the body causes rapid decay. Considering 
the family story, the extended high fever resulting from the initial 
head trauma and ensuing bronchopneumonia would have hastened 
decomposition.23 Infant bones decay more rapidly than adult bones. 
Exposure to air causes more rapid decay. Even though the body was 
in a casket and burial box, it was exposed to the elements, and some 
amount of air probably would have entered the containers. Fever asso-
ciated with infection also hastens the decay process.24

Given these circumstances, the body could have decomposed 
more quickly than the box containing it, which probably would have 
remained in relatively good condition. 

The well-established decay process accepted today conflicts with 
the 30-60 day estimated death date by Dr. Shamblin. We now know

accessed 12 Jan. 2014).
22.  Bartow Co., Ga., death certificate, Sarah Joe Holmes, 1933.
23.  Myriam Nafte, Flesh and Bone: An Introduction to Forensic Anthropology, 2nd 

ed. (Durham, N.C.: Carolina Academic Press, 2009), 56.
24.  Dr. Dinesh Rao, Forensic Pathology (http://www.forensicpathologyonline.com 

: accessed 10 March 2015); used with permission.
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the decomposition stage associated with his time line would indicate 
the body probably contained little, if any flesh, and skeletal identifi-
cation techniques to determine race were not adopted until 1962.25 
Using his estimate, the discarded body would have probably been in 
an advanced stage of decay, and race probably would have been impos-
sible to determine without modern forensic techniques. For the time 
period, the medical examiner’s conclusion that the baby had been 
deceased for 30-60 days is understandable. 

Temperature is an important factor in decomposition. Weather 
conditions can slow down or speed up the decomposition rate; the 
warmer the temperature, the faster the decomposition rate.26 The 
mean temperature for February, 1933, for northwest Georgia was 
42.1° F and the mean temperature for March, 1933, was 49.6° F.27 
These temperatures could have slowed the decay process because 
putrefaction begins above 10°C or about 50°F.28 The discovery site was 
amid pine trees but not very wooded, so the partially shaded area and 
the cotton wrapping surrounding the baby also probably decreased the 
decomposition rate.29 

Even though these factors are considerations, the estimated time 
of death for the unidentified infant is questionable and is probably 

25.  “Image Gallery: Stages of Decomposition,” Australian Museum (http://
australianmuseum.net.au/stages-of-decomposition : accessed 3 September 2015), 
©AustralianMuseum, per copyright requirements. Also, Sheilagh T. Brooks, 
review of The Human Skeleton in Forensic Medicine by Wilton Marion Krogman, 
American Anthropologist, Vol. 64, No. 6 (Dec. 1962), JStore (http://www.jstor.org/
stable/667890 : accessed 19 Sept. 2015), p. 1357, subscription service.

26.  Nafte, Flesh and Bone, 57.
27.  National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, National Climatic Data 

Center (http://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/cag/ : accessed 5 March 2015). Enter following 
information: parameter=average temperature; time scale=1 month; month=February; 
start year = 1933; state/region=Georgia; climate division/city=northwest, plot, scroll 
to bottom to view value. Repeat for March.

28.  Dr. Dinesh Rao, Forensic Pathology, scroll to A) External > 1. Temperature. 
Also, RapidTables.com, online conversion tool, (http://www.rapidtables.com/ : 
accessed 6 March 2015) > scroll to Online Conversion > Temperature conversion > 
enter 10°C.

29.  Coroner’s Inquest, “The Body of an Unknown Infant—4 miles west—Cass 
Station,” 6 March 1933. Nafte, Flesh and Bone, 56-57
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more in line with the time period between Sarah Jo’s death and the 
discovery. Dr. Shamblin cannot be held responsible for failing to use 
forensic techniques not yet developed and scientific knowledge that 
was unavailable to him.

THE LOCATION OF THE DISCOVERY SITE
Even though the location of the site the body was found dif-

fered between the newspaper account and the Coroner’s Inquest,30 the 
Inquest provided additional information. It was “on land belonging to 
James Allen known as the Anderson Appleton place, on a road leading 
to the old Booker Place.”31 The Booker Place was the land of Thomas 
Booker who paid taxes on two lots in 1890; the significant lot was 91, 
District 5, Section 3.32 James Harris of Troup County, Georgia, won 
this land in the 1832 land lottery.33 In 1930, Henry Appling, a black 
man, lived two doors away from Lewis Oscar Perry.34 Henry Appling 
was the son of Anderson Appling, enumerated in 1910 as farm owner 
Anderson Appleton.35 The James Allen farm and the Anderson Appling 

30.  The Tribune article stated it was four miles east of Cass Station, while the 
Coroner’s Inquest indicated the site was four miles west. “Body of Small Baby is 
Found,” Bartow Herald Tribune, 9 March 1933. Also, Coroner’s Inquest, “The Body 
of an Unknown Infant—4 miles west—Cass Station,” 6 March 1933, loose papers, 
gold-domed courthouse, Bartow Co., Ga.

31.  Coroner’s Inquest, “The Body of an Unknown Infant—4 miles west—Cass 
Station,” 6 March 1933.

32.  “Georgia Property Taxes, 1793-1892,” Militia District 828, Cassville, Bartow 
Co., Ga. Ancestry.com (http://ancestry.com : accessed 19 Sept. 2015), image 275 of 
695; citing Original Tax Digests 1890, Georgia Archives, Morrow.

33.  Rev. Bethel Bryant Quillian’s home was at the intersection of Highway 293 
and Burnt Hickory Road. Bethel Quillian of the event lived across the road from 
his grandfather’s house. James F. Smith, The Cherokee Land Lottery, Containing a 
Numerical List of the Fortunate Drawers in Said Lottery With an Engraved Map for 
Each District, (Harper & Brothers: Milledgeville, 1838), plat for 5th District, 3rd 
Section, Cass County, Ga., adjacent p. 193 and p. 195, entry for lot 91. 

34.  1930 U.S. census, Cassville, Bartow Co., Ga., pop. sched., ED 8-7, sheet 3A 
(stamped), dwell. 45, fam. 45, Henry Applin; Ancestry.com.

35.  1880 U.S. census, Cassville, Bartow Co., Ga., pop. sched., ED 8, pg. 36 
(stamped), dwell. 320, fam. 321, Anderson Appling household; digital image, 
Ancestry.com (http://www.ancestry.com); citing NARA micropublication T9, roll 134. 
1910 U.S. census, Cassville, Bartow County, Georgia, population schedule, ED 7, 
sheet 2A (stamped), dwelling 13, family 13, Anderson Appleton household; digital 



Georgia Genealogical Society Quarterly, Vol.52, No. 2110

farm were on the same land, which today runs parallel to Burnt 
Hickory Road and Nancy Creek.36 

THE BURIAL OFFENSE
The person designated to handle the burial or associated in some 

way with the burial process was surely involved in the disposal of this 
baby’s body. Certainly Santford Holmes and L. O. Perry can be elimi-
nated as suspects; the casket and burial box had been purchased in 
preparation for a burial. The fact that Perry discovered the body also 
makes it difficult to believe he would have jeopardized revealing him-
self had he been guilty or implicating his family. Access to a vehicle 
to transport the burial box and casket to the disposal site was cru-
cial; members of the Holmes family did not have transportation.37 An 
undertaker, however, would have had access to a vehicle.

JOHN W. JONES AND THE FUNERAL HOME
John W. Jones was the undertaker for the black and poor white 

families in Bartow County.38 Because he was listed as undertaker of 
record on the death certificate, and no record of the funeral, burial, 
or casket sale was found, John W. Jones and his business must be 
scrutinized.39 
image, Ancestry.com (http://www.ancestry.com); citing NARA micropublication 
T624, roll 171. 1930 U.S. census, Cassville, Bartow Co., Ga., pop. sched., ED 8-7, 
sheet 3A (stamped), dwell. 45, fam. 45, Henry Applin. In 1900, Anderson Appling 
also owned a farm with a mortgage. 1900 U.S. census, Cassville, Bartow County, 
Georgia, population schedule, ED 7, sheet 18, dwelling 352, family 358, Anderson 
Appling; citing NARA micropublication T623, roll 179.

36.  Google Maps (http://google.com), search for Nancy Creek, Cartersville, Ga., 
map. Cass Station was between Waldrop Assisted Living on Burnt Hickory Road and 
Highway 293.

37.  The inquest testimony revealed that L. O. Perry did not have transporta-
tion to town. This probably also meant that no members of his family had access 
to transportation. Coroner’s Inquest, “The Body of an Unknown Infant—4 miles 
west—Cass Station,” 6 March 1933.

38.  Laurel Baty, transcriber, John Jones Funeral Director’s Book, 1926–1933, online 
ledger transcription, Bartow Genweb (http://www.gabartow.org/FH/JohnJones/jj.001.
shtml : accessed 15 January 2014); citing original records now housed in Bartow 
History Museum Archives. This description and transcription of records for this por-
tion of the collection has been used with permission of the transcriber.

39.  Bartow Co., Ga., death certificate, Sarah Joe Holmes, 1933.
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Extant Jones Funeral Home records reveal well-documented 
business transactions. A description of this collection was noted by 
one transcriber as including an index by name of deceased, obituar-
ies, casket size by age chart, as well as county officials, hospitals, and 
transportation schedules. For each funeral, names, dates and time of 
funeral, clergyman, date of burial, where buried, age, color, occupa-
tion, birthplace, last residence, husband’s name, father’s name and 
country of birth, mother’s name and country of birth, physician, cause 
of death, person ordering funeral, and relative’s names were record-
ed. Costs were included for removing remains, embalming, shaving 
and laying out, casket, mattress, burial robe, slippers, gloves, flowers, 
funeral notices, musicians, hearse, opening grave, vault charges, and  
coaches. The status of each account was given and some accounts even 
included song titles and pallbearers.40 

These funeral home records were detailed. During 1933, the 
funeral home recorded three entries for infants. Not one of these 
infants was identified as a child of a family in the Cass Station area, 
and no entry was found for Sarah Jo or a Holmes infant. Jones Funeral 
Home either did not handle Sarah Jo’s burial arrangements, or for 
some reason, the burial arrangements were not recorded or the records 
no longer exist.41

THE MOTIVE
Many questions surround the coroner’s inquest process, and rela-

tionships in Troup County become more significant. Research into 
the John W. Jones family provided evidence that generated probable 
answers. John Willie [William] Jones married Sarah Williams Quillian 
on 20 May 1896, in Troup County, Georgia; Sarah’s father Rev. 
William Fletcher Quillian performed the ceremony. John W. Jones was 
the son of Rev. Col. Robert Harris Jones and Lucentha Cotton who 
were married 1 May 1851, in Troup County, Georgia.42 Rev. Robert 

40.  Baty, John Jones Funeral Director’s Book, 1926–1933. “John Jones Funeral 
Home Records,” 1933, ledger index, Bartow History Center Archives, Cartersville, 
Georgia.  “John Jones Funeral Home Records,” microfiche cards, 1933, Bartow 
Genealogical Society, Cartersville, Georgia. 

41.  Ibid.  
42.  “Georgia Marriages, 1851-1900,” digital image, Ancestry.com (http://ancestry.
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Harris Jones was reportedly an uncle of the prominent Methodist 
minister Rev. Sam P. Jones of Cartersville, Georgia.43 Both Rev. Sam 
P. Jones and Rev. William Fletcher Quillian were named to serve as 
lay delegates representing the 1898 Annual General Conference for 
the North Georgia Methodist Conference to be held in Baltimore;44 so 
they certainly knew one another. William Fletcher Quillian’s ancestry 
has not been determined. Bethel Quillian, L. O. Perry’s contact and 
neighbor, was also the grandson of a Methodist minister–Rev. Bethel 
Bryant Quillian of Cassville whose obituary provides some insight to 
his renown and affiliations.45 Rev. Bethel Bryant Quillian was Georgia 
Senator and Legislator and personal friend of Georgia Gov. Joseph 
E. Brown (1857-1865). At one time, he was the Superintendent of 
the Georgia Institution for the Deaf and Dumb, as well as the Cass 
Station Postmaster and Depot Agent.46

These two Quillian families probably were related, and Jones’ 
membership in these two families was probably the motive to shield 
them from the consequences of the event. The mishandled burial of 
a child would have been nasty. These families had significant ties not 

com : accessed 19 Sept. 2015); citing Troup County, Georgia Marriages, Troup 
County, Georgia Probate Office, Lagrange, Georgia, FHL films #0295855-0295859 
and #0310915. 

43.  “Col. Robert Harris Jones,” Bartow County Business Hall of Fame, online 
business directory and database, Cartersville Bartow Chamber of Commerce (http://
www.cartersvillechamber.com/pages/businesshalloffame : accessed 9 Sept. 2015). 
David B. Parker, “Sam Jones (1847-1906),” New Georgia Encyclopedia (http://www.
georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/arts-culture/sam-jones-1847-1906 : accessed 9 Sept. 
2015).

44.  “Editorial Department, Topics of the Day: Delegates to the General 
Conference,” digital journal, The Methodist Review, Vol. 46, No.1, (September-
October 1897), p. 429; Google Books (https://goo.gl/FdXZdl : accessed 19 Sept. 2015), 
p. 429.

45.  Bethel Quillian was the son of Chapel M. Quillian, who was the son of Rev. 
Bethel Bryant Quillian. 1900 U.S. census, Cassville, Bartow Co., Ga., pop. sched., 
ED 7, p. 217A (stamped), dwell. 101, fam. 101, Chapel M. Quillian household; 
Anecestry.com. 1850 U.S. census, Gilmer County, Georgia, population schedule, p. 
354A (stamped), dwelling 55, family 55, Bethel B. Quillian household; digital image, 
Ancestry.com (http://www.anecestry.com); citing NARA micropublication M432, roll 
70. 

46.  “Rev. B.B. Quillian Obituary,” The Courant American Newspaper 
(Cartersville), 20 Jan. 1898, p. 1.
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only in Bartow and Troup County, but also were well known through-
out a much larger geographic area. 

Analyses of the Robert Johnson and Anderson Appling families 
reveal that Robert A. Johnson’s family was also from Troup County, 
Georgia.47 As noted earlier, in 1930, he lived in a rental house with his 
wife and his brother Frank Johnson, also an undertaker.48 Next door 
was Gideon W. [G.W.] Hendricks [Hendrix], the county coroner.49 In 
1935, Johnson was employed by a Chattanooga, Tennessee, funeral 
home as an embalmer.50 Robert Johnson was married to Catherine 
Appling.51 Both were enumerated as white in the 1930 census.52 
Catherine was a descendant of James Appling of Oglethorpe County, 
Georgia.53 “In the late 1860s, Columbia County had been included 
in a special district of Oglethorpe County, because of violence against 

47.  The ancestry of Robert A. Johnson (1904) can be easily traced for generations 
in Troup County. 1910 U.S. census, LaGrange, Troupe Co., Ga., pop. sched. ED 
133, p. 23A (stamped), dwell. 273, fam. 309, Forrest Johnson household; Ancestry.
com.

48.  1930 U.S. census, Cartersville, Bartow Co., Ga., pop. sched., ED 8-22, pg. 
43A (stamped), dwell. 116, fam. 132, Frank B. Johnson household; Ancestry.com.

49.  Gideon W. Hendrix [sic] was 47 years old, single and lived with his mother, 
Annie. 1930 U.S. census, Cartersville, Bartow Co., Ga., pop. sched., ED 8-22, pg. 
43A (stamped), dwell. 117, fam. 133, Annie Hendrix household; Ancestry.com. Also, 
Coroner’s Inquest, “The Body of an Unknown Infant—4 miles west—Cass Station,” 
6 March 1933.

50.  Rothberger Directory Company, compilers, Chattanooga City Directory 
1935, (Chattanooga: Rothberger Directory Company Publishers, 1935). “U.S. City 
Directories, 1822-1989,” digital image, Ancestry.com (http://ancestry.com : accessed 
19 Sept. 2015), entry for Robt. A. and Catherine Johnson, R.J. Coulter Und. Co., 
not paginated, image 1688.

51.  “Georgia Marriage Records From Select Counties,” 1828-1978, digital 
image, Ancestry.com (http://ancestry.com : accessed 5 Feb. 2015), entry for Robert 
A. Johnson and Catherine Appling, 1 July 1928; citing Clarke County, Georgia 
Marriage Records, Georgia Archives, Morrow.

52.  1930 U.S. census, Cartersville, Bartow Co., Ga., pop. sched., ED. 8-22, p. 
43A (stamped),  dwell. 116, fam. 132, Frank B. Johnson household; Ancestry.com.

53.  1910 U.S. census, Athens, Clarke Co., Ga., pop. sched., ED 4, p. 6B 
(stamped), dwell. 465, fam. 163, William S. Appling household; Ancestry.com. 
Catherine was enumerated as Kathleen. 1880 U.S. census, Simston, Oglethorpe Co., 
Ga., pop. sched. ED 92, p. 277A (stamped), dwell. 284, fam. 287, James Appling 
household, specifically Wm. S., son; Ancestry.com.
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Freedmen in the town of Appling.”54 On 15 July 1867, Anderson 
Appling, colored, took an Oath of Allegiance to the State of Georgia 
after the end of the Civil War, in Columbia County, Georgia.55 Ollie 
Appling was a servant in the home of James Allen.56  She was the grand-
daughter of Anderson Appling, niece of Henry Appling, and daughter 
of Alfred and Julia Appling.57 By 1935, Robert and Catherine Appling 
Johnson had relocated to Chattanooga, Tennessee,58 and members of 
the Anderson Appling family also lived there.59

Suspicious is that two Appling families, one white and one black, 
can be linked to the discovery, either situationally, geographically, or 
both.60 Even though extensive research found no common ancestor 

54.  “Columbia County, Georgia.” Wikipedia (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Columbia_County_Georgia : accessed 15 July 2015), American Civil War, paragraph 
3. No additional source is cited.

55.  “Georgia, Returns of Qualified Voters and Reconstruction Oath Books, 
1867-1869,” digital image, Ancestry.com (http://ancestry.com : accessed 11 Sept. 
2015), Anderson Appling 15 July 1867, Election District 29; Precinct 5, line 10; 
citing Office of the Governor, State of Georgia, Reconstruction Registration Oath 
Books, 1867, Georgia Archives, Morrow.

56.  1930 U.S. census, Cassville, Bartow Co., Ga., pop. sched., ED 8-7, p. 17A 
(stamped), dwell. 328, fam. 329, James V. Allen household; Ancestry.com.

57.  1920 U.S. census, Cassville, Bartow Co., Ga, pop. sched., ED 9, p. 19B 
(stamped), dwell. 349, fam. 351, Alfred Appling household; Ancestry.com. 1880 U.S. 
census, Cassville, Bartow Co., Ga, pop. sched., ED 8, p. 35D (stamped), dwell. 320, 
fam. 321, Anderson Appling household; Ancestry.com. 

58,  Rothberger Directory Company, compilers, Chattanooga City Directory 1935, 
entry for Robt. A. and Catherine Johnson.

59.  Ibid., Roosevelt Appling was the son of Alfred and Julia. “Tennessee Deaths 
and Burials Index, 1874-1955,” digital image, Ancestry.com (http://ancestry.com : 
accessed 19 Sept. 2015), Rosavelt Applin, 31 August 1930, burial place Gass Station, 
Ga., FHL film 1876788. Dovie Appling Hayes was the daughter of Alfred and 
Julia.  “Tennessee Death Records, 1908-1958,” online database and images, Ancestry.
com (http://ancestry.com : accessed 21 Sept. 2015), Dovie Hayes, 14 August 1941, 
Certificate 3381, Cass Station, Georgia place of birth; citing death records, Tennessee 
State Library and Archives, Nashville.

60.  The race and name of the African American Appling family was inconsistent 
in census records. In the tax digests, Anderson Appling/Applin was consistently enu-
merated as a freedman. 1910 U.S. census, Cassville, Bartow Co., Ga., pop. sched., 
ED. 7, sheet 2A (stamped), dwelling 14, family 14, Alfred Appleton household, and 
dwelling 13, family 13, Anderson Appleton household; online database and images, 
ancestry.com (http://ancestry.com : accessed 12 Feb. 2015); citing NARA microfilm 
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between the two families for several generations, patterns propose a 
possible association between them.

THE CONCLUSION
The discarded baby was surely Sarah Jo.
The Jones Funeral Home probably did provide the casket and 

probably was responsible for the burial. If a record of the funeral and 
burial had been created, ensuing events certainly would have demand-
ed it later be destroyed.

L. O. Perry found the box–either accidentally or because he went 
searching for it. Perry first notified Bethel Quillian. We will never 
know why. Other inquest witnesses that should have testified did not, 
probably because the sheriff and coroner already knew the identity of 
the baby. The inquest was a formality that the law required in such 
cases; its purpose was not to discover the truth. Perry’s testimony 
under oath at the Coroner’s Inquest could have been disastrous for 
John W. Jones and his family.

Could John Jones have been the perpetrator? He was a mature 
businessman with strong ties to the community. The likelihood that 
he made a decision that would have destroyed his and his family’s 
reputation or his business is slim. The casket and burial box probably 
were purchased from the funeral home, delivered to the Holmes resi-
dence, and then removed, supposedly to the cemetery for the burial 
that never happened. Young Robert Johnson probably was responsible 
for this delivery and burial. He would not have had responsibility for 
digging the grave. An African American male would have been a likely 
candidate. A perfect choice would have been someone who lived near 
the family and cemetery. The African American Appling family’s affili-
ation with James Allen, their familiarity with the land, their identity 

pub. T624, roll 171. 1920 U.S. census, Cassville, Bartow Co., Ga., pop. sched., 
ED. 9, sheet 19B (stamped), dwelling 349, family 351, Alfred Appling household; 
Ancestry.com. “Georgia, Property Tax Digests, 1793-1892,” Cassville, Bartow County, 
various pages, arranged chronologically; all years read for the entries relating to 
Anderson Apling and Appling; online database and images, Ancestry.com (http://
ancestry.com : accessed 7 March 2015); citing Georgia Property Tax Digests [1890], 
Georgia Archives, Morrow.
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as neighbors of the Holmes and Perry families, their shared surname 
with Robert Johnson’s wife, and other parallels between the families 
hint at their likely involvement on some level.

Evidence also suggests that others were involved in the cover up 
on a much larger scale, probably to protect reputations. We will likely 
never know who was responsible for making the decision to quickly 
dispose of the case, but Sheriff Gaddis and Coroner G. W. Hendricks 
are on record as the ones who probably implemented the cover up. 

Lewis Oscar Perry’s association with both events is powerful evi-
dence, yet those who controlled the outcome of the investigation and 
direction of the inquest avoided including him in any publicly record-
ed way after the initial discovery. 

By default, protection of the Jones and Quillian families also 
resulted in protection of Santford and Della Holmes. No one pro-
tected Gladys from the guilt she must have carried to her grave, and 
certainly no one protected Sarah Jo.


